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Board of Education 
Joseph Pope (President), Derek Breen (Vice President), Joan Ferguson (Secretary), Pat Clower (Member),  

Julie Bankes (Member), Dee Forman (Member), Mistey Kosek (Member) 
              
Members of the Board of Education are elected by voters of the school district for four-year terms.  The 
Board of Education is responsible for the establishment of all school district policies and providing a quality 
education for all children in Channahon School District 17.  The Board appoints and hires an administrative 
staff to carry out these policy functions. 
 
Regular Meetings of the Board of Education are generally held on the fourth Monday of each month at 
7:00pm at Pioneer Path School, 24920 S. Sage Street, Channahon, IL.  If for any reason the date or location 
of a meeting is changed, a notice will appear on the District website www.csd17.org.  The public is wel-
come to attend District 17 School Board Meetings.  The agendas and minutes of the  Board of Education 
meetings are available on the district website (www.csd17.org). 

 
Administration Center 

8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. (Regular School Year) 
7:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. (Summer, M-Th) 

 
Nicholas Henkle, Superintendent Channahon School District 17 

24920 S. Sage St. Channahon, IIL.  60410 815/467-4315 Fax 815/467-4343 email: nhenkle@csd17.org 
Illinois State Board of Education 

State Superintendent of Education  (217)-782-4321   ISBE website: www.isbe.net 
 

Will County Regional Office of Education 
Shawn Walsh,  Superintendent, 702 W. Maple St. New Lenox, Il., 60451  
815-740-8360 Fax 815-740-4788  Will County website: www.willroe.org 

 
Southern Will County Cooperative (S.O.W.I.C.) Office of Special Education  

William Roseland, Director , Tiffany Frey, Assistant Director  
Bridget North, Special Education Administrator 

1207 N. Larkin Avenue, Joliet, IL 60435 · 815-741-7777 Fax 815-741-7779 website: www.sowic.org 

N. B. Galloway School (Grades EC-2nd)   Pioneer Path School (Grades 3rd-4th)   
8:20am—3:10pm     8:20am—3:10 pm 
24805 W. Roberts     24920 S. Sage St 
Mary Kelly, Principal     Laura DuBois, Principal 
815-467-4311       815-467-4312  
Absence Line:  815-521-3191    Absence Line:  815-521-2191 
          
Three Rivers School (Grades 5th-6th)   Channahon Junior High (Grades 7th-8th)  
7:50am—2:35pm     7:50am—2:35pm 
24150 S. Ford Road     24917 W. Sioux Drive    
Channahon, IL  60410    Channahon, IL  60410 
Susan Kavich, Principal    Dr. Chad Uphoff, Principal 
815-467-4313       815-467-4314  
Absence Line:  815-521-1991    Absence Line:  815-521-3031  
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  Channahon District 17, in keeping with its proud tradition, is dedicated to providing for the academic, 
physical, and social development of all students, staff and community members in an interactive, caring, 
safe environment that emphasizes real life applications and challenges each individual to be a productive 
citizen and a lifetime learner who deals effectively with others and the changing world. 

District 17 Mission Statement 

District 17 Goals 

 To improve student outcomes through high level curriculum and Instructional strategies. 
 To develop and implement strategies that provide for the short and long term financial stability of the 

district. 
 To make opportunities available to expand relationships among the school board, administrators,     

staff and the community. 
 To provide a safe school environment. 

Dear Channahon Families and Community Members, 
 
On behalf of the District 17 Board of Education and each of our outstanding 
schools, I am proud to welcome you to the 2016-2017 school year.  This year, 
we will build on last year's success as we continue to meet our students'  
academic, social, and emotional needs.  Additionally, we will emphasize the 
development of the 21st Century learning skills through the use of cutting 
edge educational resources and innovative classroom practices.  It is certainly 
an exciting time to be a part of our community and I feel honored to partner 
with our passionate team to serve our future leaders - your children! 
 
In Channahon District 17, we believe that every student should have a  
meaningful learning experience in which they develop a passion for learning 
in a safe environment where they can discover their personal strengths,  
interests and potential.  Channahon District 17 educators are committed to 
achieving this by building personal relationships with every child while  
equipping them with the experiences, skills and tools they need to thrive in 
the 21st century.  
 
Channahon District 17 looks forward to engaging with you, our students,  
parents and community members to continue to build upon the legacy and 
the solid foundation that has been established.  We are grateful for your  
continued support and wish you success in the year ahead! 
 
Warm regards, 
Nicholas M. Henkle 
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         Accelerated Programming/Differentiation 
 
 
 
 
 

Channahon School District’s curriculum is aligned to the Common Core State Standards, which implies 
an advanced curriculum in both reading and math.  Because of the determined rigor of the Common 
Core, Kindergarten-8th grade students will be provided with differentiated instruction and flexible group-
ing to meet their individual academic needs.  In reading and math, 7th and 8th grade students may be 
grouped into accelerated classrooms based on their academic scores.   

Accident and Illness 
 
 In the case of an illness or accident at school, first aid will be given as soon as possible by authorized 
personnel and the parent/guardian will be notified immediately.  The parent/guardian will be asked to make 
a determination as to whether the student should be taken to a hospital or physician, should be taken home, 
or remain at school.  The parent/guardian will assume full responsibility for transportation of the child if 
the child is to leave the school.  If a parent/guardian cannot be reached, the individual listed as the emer-
gency contact will be called.  If a parent/guardian cannot be reached and there is need for immediate medi-
cal attention, the physician named by the parent/guardian will be contacted.  In cases of extreme emergen-
cy or if no physician has been designated by the parent, the first available physician or the Channahon 
Emergency Medical System will be contacted. 
 In emergencies where the school is unable to contact the parent/guardian, the emergency contact, or a 
physician, the district nurse or building administrator will act in loco parentis and authorize whatever ac-
tion is determined to be in the best interest of the student.   The Channahon School District will not assume 
any financial obligation resulting from securing emergency medical assistance or emergency transporta-
tion. 
 Parents/guardians who object to medical treatment have the responsibility for instructing the school in 
writing the procedure they wish the school to follow in the event of a medical emergency. 
 In the event that a parent/guardian does not have a phone, the Channahon Police may be contacted by 
school personnel to request assistance in notifying the parent/guardian of the child’s illness or accident. 
 In the event of an accident, the staff member who witnessed the accident will be required to complete an 
accident report form.  These forms will be placed in the student health file.  The district nurse will follow-
up on all reported accidents or illnesses.   
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Athletic Programs 

  The philosophy of athletics in Channahon District 17 is to provide students with a well-rounded, quality 
athletic program that contributes to the physical, mental and emotional well-being of all those who partici-
pate.  The athletic program is guided by the philosophy that success is based on individuals and teams playing 
to the best of their abilities. Channahon District 17 offers two types of  athletic programs to students attending 
Channahon Schools.   
Athletic Schedules can be found at www.csd17.org under “Athletics” 
   
 
 
 
 
Interscholastic Athletic Programs:   
 
 The interscholastic sports are offered to both boys and girls at Three Rivers School and Channahon Junior 
High School:  
 
Boys sports include:  Baseball (6-8), Basketball (6-8), Cross Country (5-8)  Wrestling (5-8), Track (6-8), and 
Soccer (6-8). 
 
Girls sports include:  Softball (6-8), Cross Country (5-8), Cheerleading (7-8), Basketball (6-8), Volleyball (6-
8), Track (6-8),and Soccer (6-8).   
 
A Fifteen dollar ($15.00) fee is required for participation in each interscholastic sport.   
 
Channahon District 17 athletic programs are affiliated with the Illinois Elementary School Association.   
Our District follows the rules and regulations of the IESA.   
 
All students participating in interscholastic and/or instructional sports must have a current physical (6th grade 
school physical is sufficient) on file in the nurses’ office prior to trying out for the team.  A sports physical is 
good for 395 days.  Students are to turn in their physical to the school office/nurse prior to the first try out 
session so that they may receive a participation slip.  Participation slips are then given to the coach.  Students 
without current physicals may go to the tryout but are unable to participate until a current physical is on file.  
Coaches will not be collecting physicals unless prior arrangements have been made with the athletic director. 
 
The following 5th grade sports are not interscholastic and the programs are instructional in nature: 

 
5thgrade Boys & Girls sports include:  Basketball and Volleyball 

  
There is not a fee for participating in 5th grade non-interscholastic sports.  All athletes will receive an athletic 
handbook.  It is the responsibility of the student and the parent/guardian to review and follow the athletic 
rules and regulations. 
 
*Intramural Athletic Program:  
  
An intramural athletic program is offered and run by the Channahon Park District.  Information regarding co-
educational Basketball and Volleyball is available through the Park District at 815-467-7275. 
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Attendance/Absence 

  Consistent student attendance is a key factor in student achievement and educational success.  It is the 
legal responsibility of the parent/guardian to ensure that their child(ren) attend school daily and on time.  
  
 In the event that you have advance knowledge that your child is going to be absent, please send a written 
note to your child’s school explaining the absence.  When an unexpected absence occurs, parents/guardians 
are required to telephone the school before 9:00 a.m. and provide the school with a reason for the absence.  
Each school has an Absence Hotline listed in the beginning of this handbook.  
 
 In accordance with school policy, school personnel will contact the parent/guardian at either home or 
work to verify a student’s absence when parents/guardians have not reported the child’s absence.  Parents 
may request make-up work when reporting a student absence.  Make-up work due to absence may be sent 
home with another student or picked up after school. 
 
 A physician’s release must be provided for any student who is absent from school for 4 or more days due 
to illness or a contagious disease.  The physician’s written release must contain the dates of and reasons for 
the absences.  If absences are excessive, the district may require additional written medical verification from 
a physician licensed to practice medicine. 
 
 Excused absences include illness, death in the immediate family, attendance at funerals, and medical/
dental appointments.  These absences will be considered excused after a parent reports and explains the rea-
son for the absence.  Students continue to be responsible for their school assignments when absences are 
excused.  Parents/guardians and/or the student should contact appropriate school personnel to make ar-
rangements for completing missing assignments.  See page 9 for “Make-Up Work”. 
 

 If your child is absent without valid cause for 5% or more of the previous 180 regular school attendance 
days (PA97-0218 effective July, 2011) or if tardiness becomes problematic, a meeting with the parent/
guardian and school officials may be scheduled.  If, after the meeting there is no improvement in a child’s 
attendance, the district will file a truancy report with the Will County Truant Officer. 
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Behavior 

 Students who demonstrate inappropriate behavior may be required to serve an a er‐school  
deten on  if necessary.    In 5th  ‐6th grades, a er‐school deten ons may be  served  from 2:45 p.m.  to 
3:45 p.m.   In 7th ‐8th  grades, deten ons may be served Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.  Any  
student receiving a deten on will be exempt from par cipa ng in any previously planned extracurric‐
ular ac vi es on the day the deten on is to be served. Students who fail to serve a deten on will be 
required to serve an addi onal deten on. 
   
  Students who  accumulate  three  deten ons  per marking  period  at  Channahon  Junior High  and 
Three Rivers School will be subject to further disciplinary consequences,  including  in‐school suspen‐
sion. During in‐school, students are expected to complete all assignments given and u lize any addi‐
onal  me to read independently.  Parents will be responsible for providing transporta on from the 

a er‐school deten on. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Disciplinary decisions will be based on individual infrac ons (case‐by‐case basis).  The District will 
make every effort to provide preventa ve interven ons to support all students.  Whenever possible, 
school officials will consider  forms of non‐exclusionary discipline.   However, out of  school  suspen‐
sions will be assigned when it is determined that a student’s con nuing presence in school is either: 
 
  1.  A threat to the safety of students, staff, or members of the school community, or 
  2.  A disrup on to the opera on of the school or other students’ learning opportuni es. 
 
  Students who  serve  an  out  of  school  suspension will  par cipate  in  a  re‐engagement  process, 
which will support the student’s ability to be successful in school following the period of exclusionary 
discipline.  The re‐engagement process will include the opportunity to complete any required course‐
work, which will be worth equivalent academic credit. 
 
  Par cipants  in extracurricular ac vi es must abide by  the conduct code  for  the ac vity and  the 
student handbook (School Board Policy 7:190) 
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  Disciplinary procedures have been established for the purpose of deterring student misbehavior and 
ensuring each school has a climate of order which enhances all students’ opportuni es to learn.  Discipli‐
nary procedures include but may not be limited to lunch/recess deten on, a er‐school deten on,  in‐
school deten on, in school suspensions, out of school suspensions and/or expulsion.  Parents are en tled 
to a hearing, upon request, in front of the Board of Educa on.  Student disciplinary informa on is found in 
School Board Policies, 7:20, 7:140, 7:180, 7:185, 7:190, 7:200, 7:210, 7:220, 7:230, 7:240 and 7:242. 
   
  School Board Policy 7:190, Student Behavior, outlines the disciplinary ac on that may be taken against 
any student guilty of gross disobedience and/or misconduct, which includes, but is not limited to: 
 
 Using, possessing, distribu ng, purchasing, or selling tobacco products. 
 Using, possessing, distribu ng , purchasing, or selling alcoholic beverages.   
 Using, possessing, distribu ng, purchasing, or  selling  illegal drugs,  controlled  substances,  “look  alike 

drugs, or drug paraphernalia.   
 Using, possessing, controlling, or transferring a weapon. 
 Engaging in hazing or any kind of bullying or aggressive behavior. 
 Engaging in any ac vity, on or off campus that interferes with, disrupts, or adversely affects the school 

environment. 
 Engaging in teen da ng violence that takes place in school, on school property or school sponsored ac‐

vi es. 
 
  Any of  the above‐men oned gross disobedience and/or misconduct may  result  in no fica on of par‐
ents, disciplinary conferences, seizure of contraband, suspension from school, expulsion from school, and/
or no fica on of juvenile authori es.  
   
  School authori es may  inspect and search school property and equipment owned or controlled by the 
school (such as lockers, desks, and parking lots), as well as personal effects le  by a student, without no ce 
to or the consent of the student.   Students have no reasonable expecta on of privacy  in these places or 
areas.   
   
  The Superintendent or building principal may request the assistance of law enforcement officials to con‐
duct inspec ons and searches of lockers, desks, parking lots, and other school property and equipment of 
illegal drugs, weapons, or other illegal or dangerous substances or materials, including searches conducted 
through the use of specially trained dogs. (School Board Policy 7:140) 
   
  School administrators ask that parents be cognizant of inappropriate items that students may choose to 
bring to school.  Please make sure that those items remain at home.  
 

 

Behavior (cont.) 



9 

  Bullying, in mida on, and harassment are not acceptable in any form and will not be tolerated at 
school or any school‐related ac vity.  The school will protect students against retalia on for repor ng 
incidents of bullying, in mida on, or harassment, and will take disciplinary ac on against any student 
who par cipates in such conduct. 
 
  No person shall, using wri en language, verbally or electronically, to harass, in midate or bully anoth‐
er based upon race, color, na onality, sex, sexual orienta on, ancestry, age religion, creed, physical or 
mental disability, gender iden ty, order of protec on status, status of homeless, or actual or poten al 
marital or parental status, including pregnancy or other protected group status.  The school and district 
will not tolerate harassing, in mida ng conduct or bullying whether verbal, physical or visual, that inter‐
feres with or limits the vic m’s ability to par cipate in opportuni es offered by the school.  Our schools 
have consistent procedures for inves ga ons relevant to these issues 
 
  Examples of prohibited conduct include name‐calling, using derogatory slurs, causing psychological 
harm, threatening or causing physical harm, or wearing or possessing items depic ng or implying hatred 
or prejudice of one of the characteris cs stated above.  Examples of sexual harassment include touching, 
crude jokes or pictures, discussions of sexual experiences, teasing related to sexual characteris cs, and 
spreading rumors related to a person’s alleged sexual ac vi es. 
 
  Students who believe they are vic ms of bullying, in mida on or harassment or have witnessed such 
ac vi es are encouraged to discuss the ma er with a teacher, social worker or principal.  Students may 
choose to report to a person of the student’s same sex.  Complaints will be kept confiden al to the ex‐
tent possible given the need to inves gate.  Students who make good faith complaints will not be disci‐
plined. 
 
  Any student who is determined, a er an inves ga on, to have engaged in bullying, in mida on or har‐
assment will be subject to disciplinary consequences as provided in this handbook, including but not lim‐
ited to, suspension and expulsion consistent with the school and district’s discipline policy.  Parents of 
students who have engaged in the above behavior will be no fied.  Any student making a knowingly false 
accusa on regarding harassment may also be subject to disciplinary consequences.   
(School Board Policies 7:180, 7:20,7:190) 

Bullying, In mida on & Harassment 

Bully Behavior Posi on Statement 
 

We declare our school to be an educa onal establishment.   

Our purpose is to empower children to meet the challenges of life by teaching them the social skills that are 

most effec ve when encountering bully behavior.  If we can teach them how to do this when they are chil-

dren, we will be helping them for a life me as they will be encountering meanness throughout their lives 

and into adulthood.  We will do our best to teach students to solve their interpersonal problems on their 

own.  Our schools will strive to establish a disciplinary code of rules and punishments that are truly moral; 

otherwise we will be causing more harm than good.  Our schools will strive to minimize the need for punish-

ment.  Par es involved in disputes will be encouraged to solve their problems directly with each other to 

their mutual sa sfac on.  However, when this process fails, or when people break inviolable school rules, it 

can become necessary to administer punishment. 
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Bus Transporta on & Rules 

   
  Bus transporta on is provided to all students who reside more than 1 1/2 miles from school or where walking 
condi ons meet the hazardous condi ons criteria set forth by the Illinois Department of Transporta on.  
   
  Each eligible student is assigned a bus and a specific bus stop at the beginning of the school year.    No student 
will be allowed to ride any bus other than the bus assigned unless the student presents to the bus driver a signed 
permission slip from the building principal.   Wri en requests for permission to change buses for child care rea‐
sons only must be given to the building principal.   
   
  Parents/guardians who must provide  transporta on  to  and  from  school because  free  transporta on  is not 
available for their child(ren) may be eligible to receive money from the State to help offset the cost of transporta‐
on.    Contact  the  Business/Transporta on Director  at  the District Office  (815)521‐2123  for more  informa on 

about Parent/Guardian State Pupil Transporta on Reimbursement  if you wish to file a claim.   All claim applica‐
ons must be completed before the end of June. 

   
  Bus vandalism is a serious crime and all acts of vandalism will have a consequence.  In the event of bus vandal‐
ism by a student, the parent/guardian will be contacted by school personnel by phone and in wri ng.  Depending 
on the nature of the vandalism, transporta on privileges may be suspended for 2 to 10 days.    In addi on, par‐
ents/guardians will be held responsible for the cost of the repair.    
   
  Parents/guardians wishing to appeal either the suspension or repair charge may do so by wri ng a le er to the 
Superintendent reques ng an opportunity to discuss the ma er with the Board of Educa on at their next regular‐
ly scheduled mee ng. 
   
  While in transit, school bus riders are under the authority of the school bus driver.  Please Note:   School bus 
drivers may not get out of his/her driving seat.  
   
  Good bus conduct  is expected at all  mes and  includes  transporta on to and  from school as well as to and 
from school athle c events.  In order to ensure bus safety at all  mes, students are required to follow the follow‐
ing bus safety rules: 
 

1.   Students must remain seated facing the front of the bus with feet on the floor at all  mes. 
2.   Students must keep hands and heads inside the bus.   
3.   Students must not throw items, talk loudly, or distract the driver.  Students must stop talking when ap‐

proaching a railroad crossing. 
4.   Students must keep the bus clean.  No food or drinks allowed. Students must not bring animals, toys, or 

radios on the bus, unless permission is granted from building principal. 
5.   Students must not vandalize the bus.  
6.  Students must walk in front of the bus when exi ng. 
7.  Students must know that all school rules apply inside the bus. 
 

 
  Students need to be at their assigned bus stop at least five minutes before their designated pick up  me.  
  While wai ng for the bus, students are to be standing off the road. 
  Students are to wait for the bus to come to a complete stop before moving toward the bus. 
  Students can not request the driver to make an unauthorized stop. 
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Our School bus drivers use “Bus Behavior Cards” to warn students of inappropriate behaviors.  A student 
may be handed a Bus Behavior Card sta ng: 

   
Out of Seat    Loud Voice    Touching Others    Bad Language 
 

  Students who receive a behavior card must personally take the card to their building principal.  The 
building principal will process through the inappropriate behavior with the student so that the student is 
aware that the behavior should not happen again.  No other consequences are assigned to the student 
as a result of the first infrac on. 
 
  Failure to comply with any of these guidelines a er a pa ern of infrac ons may result in a bus sus‐
pension for a period of  me ranging from two to ten days. If a student is suspended from riding the bus 
for gross disobedience or misconduct on the bus, the School Board may suspend the student from riding 
the school bus for a period in excess of 10 days for safety reasons. (School Board Policy 7:220) In the 
event that bus transporta on services are temporarily suspended, transporta on to and from school will 
become the responsibility of the parent/guardian. 

Reminder:  Parents may NOT board the buses UNLESS: 
 

     Authorized to do so by the building principal or superintendent. 
     Assis ng the Early Childhood Special Educa on bus. 

 
Stop Arm Viola ons: 
DO NOT PASS a school bus with a stop arm out.  This is a serious safety hazard and against the law. 
Stop arm violators will be turned over to the police. 
 
DO NOT USE A CELLULAR PHONE in a school zone.  
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Clubs 
  School clubs provide students with ac vi es outside of the regular school day.  Clubs will be formed for 
students  in grades five  through eight  in areas where sufficient student  interest  is demonstrated.   Fee  for 
club par cipa on will be determined by the club sponsor and subject to administra ve and board approval. 

 
   
 Club  
 

  Homework Club  is  located  at Pioneer Path  School  for  students  in  grades  three  and  four.   Homework 
Helpers, Friday Friends and Red Riot occurs at the Three Rivers School for students  in grades five and six.  
Clubs available at Channahon  Junior High  include  the  following:   Art, Entrepreneur's Club, Drama, Home‐
work Helpers, Math Team, Scholas c Bowl, Speech Contest, Pep/Red Riot, Friday Friends Club, and Student 
Council.   
   

 
 
 
 
Club  

 
  Junior High for students in grade seven and eight.  In order to be named a member of Beta Club, students 
must:  (1) maintain a GPA of 3.4, and (2) receive less than two deten ons during current school year (three 
lunch deten ons shall count as one deten on).  One viola on which results in an in‐school suspension shall 
count as two deten ons.  Any out of school suspension shall result in immediate dismissal).  In order to be 
recognized as Beta Club member at the gradua on ceremony, students must meet the same GPA and  
discipline criteria, and complete a total of fi een hours of service (7.5 community service and 7.5 school ser‐
vice hours). Addi onally, members must par cipate in all Beta‐sponsored ac vi es.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Curriculum and Instruc on 
 
  The Kindergarten through eighth grade curriculum is aligned to the Illinois Common Core Learning  
Standards in English/Language Arts and Mathema cs.  The Core Standards place a greater emphasis on  
preparing students to meet the high expecta ons of a challenging and demanding career and/or college  
experience.  Although we have high expecta ons for all of our students, our students are not all the same.  
They are unique individuals with different learning styles, skill levels , and experiences.  Differen a on is a 
teaching strategy that makes an adjustment to what skills and concepts are taught, what materials might be 
used, or how learning will be assessed based on the individual needs of the students.  This approach allows 
the classroom teacher to provide a rigorous educa onal experience for all students at their instruc onal  
level. 
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Cellular Phones/Smart Devices 
 
  Cellular phones or any kind of smart device must be powered off and out of sight 
during the course of the school day, unless a staff member has given permission for 
use.  No excep ons.  The district is not liable for any lost devices. 
 
 
 
 
Child Abuse/Child Neglect 
 
  The Abused and Neglected Child Repor ng Act requires that school personnel must report all suspected 
cases of abuse and/or neglect to the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS).  Any per‐
son filing a report is immune from civil or criminal liabili es, regardless of whether or not the suspicion of 
abuse is confirmed or not confirmed.  The school district is not required to release the name of the individ‐
ual who makes a report to DCFS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Choral/Instrumental 
 
Students who have an interest in playing a musical instrument have the privilege of joining the Channahon 
School Band program beginning at 5th grade.  There is an annual fi y‐dollar ($15.00) fee for par cipa ng in 
the Band program.  The band program con nues through eighth grade. 
   
The Jr. High band consists of Marching Band, Concert Band, and Pep band.  Band rehearsals take place dur‐
ing study hall.  Each par cipant will be taken out of P.E. once each week for band sec onals which will be 
arranged by the director.  On occasion, band rehearsals may be scheduled a er the school day.  Jazz band 
is an extra performing group that  is offered to 7th & 8th grade students and meets a er school.       Parents 
are responsible for providing transporta on for before and a er school band prac ces. Any student inter‐
ested  in becoming a member of the Band program should contact Mr. Becker, Band Director, Channahon 
Junior High School, at 815‐521‐3087. 
   
Students who have an interest in choral music have the op on to take part in Chorus beginning in the Third 
grade through eighth grade.  Third & Fourth grade chorus is an informal, learning program facilitated by the 
Music Teacher at  that grade  level  school.    Fi h  through Eighth grade  chorus  is  facilitated by  the Music 
teacher at that grade level school. 
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Dress Code 
 
 Channahon School District works to provide all students with a safe and decent learning environment.  
Students should be dressed in clothing appropriate for instruction at school.   
 Appropriate dress is defined as clothing that covers the torso from the shoulder to mid thigh (no more than 
2 inches above the knee) and is not revealing.  Shoulders and midriff must be covered.  Spaghetti strap/teddy 
tops may not be worn with out another shirt over it.  It is recommended that short sleeved shirts be worn so 
that shoulders are always covered. 
 Inappropriate dress is defined as immodest clothing which disrupts the learning environment. Student 
choice of clothing can disrupt the learning environment when it is representative or suggestive of violence, 
illegal acts, drug/alcohol/tobacco use, offensive/obscene gestures/pictures, gang affiliation or devil/cult wor-
ship.  Clothing or accessories containing any of these items are strictly prohibited and will not be allowed.    
At social events, the dress code is strictly enforced.  Students violating the dress code policy shall be subject 
to appropriate disciplinary action as per School Board Policy 7:160. 
 
 
8th Grade Dance Dress Code 
 
 Female students may not wear: backless or low-back dresses; low-cut dresses or dresses that reveal cleav-
age; dresses made of sheer or see-through material; or strapless dresses.  Additionally, dresses must be fin-
gertip in length. 
 Male students may not wear:  jeans, athletic pants, or  shorts.  Male students must wear dress pants and a 
collared shirt; ties are optional.   
 Students violating the dress code policy shall be subject to appropriate disciplinary action as per School 
Board Policy 7:160. 

 
District Web Site:  www.csd17.org 
 
 
  Channahon School website provides parents, the community and teachers with useful information 
regarding school programs, Board of Education meeting information, district budget, school calendar, 
school lunch menus, Thursday notes, employment information, capital development updates, policies, 
parent resources and other useful school related information.   
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    The Emergency Response Plan is designed to minimize danger to anyone who might be occupying our 
school should an emergency occur.  The main objective, of course, is to attend to the health and welfare of 
your children in the event of an emergency.  In most emergency situations, it is expected that your children 
will remain and be cared for at the school.  In the rare event of an emergency affecting the school that forces 
evacuation and prohibits reentry into the building, students and staff will be transported to one of several pre-
determined and secure sites away from the school. 
Follow this procedure if you hear of a school emergency: 
 
  1. PLEASE DO NOT TELEPHONE THE SCHOOL.  We have limited phone lines and these 

 must be available to respond to the emergency. 
 2. PLEASE DO NOT COME TO THE SCHOOL UNLESS REQUESTED TO PICK UP 

  YOUR CHILD/CHILDREN.   
 If an emergency necessitates relocating the students and staff, you will  be notified by phone, email, or via 

the media. 
 

 In the event of a nuclear emergency necessitating the evacuation of all Channahon residents, ALL Chan-
nahon school children will be transported by school buses to a safe area (Sandburg High School in Orland 
Park, Illinois will be the destination in the event of a nuclear disaster).  If school is in session, the Superinten-
dent upon notification, will call district bus drivers into service.   Additional buses will be obtained by the 
Will County ESR Superintendent.  All students will be evacuated by bus to the shelters, and will not be re-
leased to parents at school.  Students will be released to their parent/guardian at the evacuation center after the 
parent/guardian has signed the student out of the shelter.  Homeroom teachers will be responsible for children 
in their rooms.  Teachers without homerooms will be assigned to help homeroom teachers.  Teachers will stay 
with their students until dismissed by an administrator.  Principals will remain until all students are released to 
parents/guardians. 
 
 Attendance registers and homeroom lists will be taken.  Each principal will take the building student en-
rollment card file as well as medical information and permission for emergency treatment.   Teachers will 
provide supervision to students on the buses.  In the event that some teachers are designated to follow the bus-
es, identification stickers will be provided for these vehicles.  Local radio stations will be informed of the 
evacuation.    

Emergency Procedures Nuclear Disasters 

Enrollment: 
 
  State law requires that every child ages 6 through 17 be enrolled in school and maintain regular school 
attendance.  To be eligible for admission to kindergarten (kindergarten is not mandatory), a child must be five (5) years 
of age on or before September 1st of that school term to enter kindergarten.  Children who enter first grade must be 6 
years of age on or before September 1st of that school term.  A child who qualifies for special education services is eli-
gible for admission at 3 years of age.  A copy of the child’s certified birth certificate must be presented at the time of 
registration and for all students newly enrolled in Channahon District 17.   If the student had previously attended a pub-
lic/private school or an approved kindergarten program, an Illinois Student Transfer form showing “Good Student 
Standing” is required at registration.  A copy of the most recent report card indicating grade placement and special edu-
cation records, if applicable, should also be presented at the time of registration. 
  
New students must register for school at:   District 17 Administrative Center  
       24920 S. Sage Street  
       Channahon, IL.   
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  An instruc onal material fee is assessed annually by the Board of Educa on.   Fees may include,  but is not limited 
to any paper supplies, tes ng supplies, and computer supplies.  In addi on, students may have addi onal materials to 
purchase in order to complete required projects.   
  Registra on fees for returning students should be paid and returned with the Registra on Packet.  New student 
fees are due upon enrollment.  
  In the event that a family is unable to pay fees, an applica on for fee waivers is available at the District Office and 
at each school building.   Students will be eligible to have fees waived  if the student is eligible for free lunches or the 
student is receiving public aid. (Policy 4:140)  The Board of Educa on reviews the fees annually and sets the fees for 
the following school year.   
  Students who transfer out or into the school district a er the start of the school year shall be refunded a por on 
of the fees or assessed a pro‐rated fee. Refunds will be determined by the student’s length of enrollment.  At the 
me of student transfer, students are required to return all textbooks and non‐consumable materials to the school.  

An assessment for repair or replacement may be required if damage to books is beyond normal usage.  Parents will 
be charged the replacement cost for all lost school textbooks or materials. 

Field Trips 
 
  Field trips are an extension of the instruc onal program.  There is educa onal value in visi ng places of interest in 
the community and  in surrounding areas.   Parents/guardians shall be  informed,  in wri ng,  in advance of each field 
trip, and wri en permission shall be secured from the parent/guardian.     Only students  in the designated field trip 
classroom will be allowed to par cipate.  There may be a charge for par cipa on on field trips for both students and 
adults. 
  Parents/guardians are some mes asked to accompany classrooms on their field trips to assist in supervising stu‐
dents.  This is one of the ways in which parent volunteers’ efforts are of great value to the school program.  Appro‐
priate supervision ra os will be determined by  the building principal.   For the safety and security of our students,  
parents/guardians who are selected to accompany classrooms for added supervision will not be allowed to take pic‐
tures or videos of any student on the field trip.   Cameras and/or cellular phones or other devices with the capacity 
for taking pictures may not be used.  (The 8th Grade Washington DC Trip and Dinner Dance ac vity do not fall under 
this procedure.) 
 
 

Financial Audits 
 
  The financial statements of any organiza on affiliated with the school or using the school for money making pro‐
jects will be turned over to the district for audit of which the results are then reported to the District 17 Board of Ed‐
uca on as part of the annual audit. 
 
 
 

Free and Reduced Lunch Program 
 
  Children enrolled  in Kindergarten through eighth grade may be eligible to receive free  lunch.   Specific eligibility 
for this program is based on family income, overall family financial status or in some cases extenua ng family circum‐
stances. The State of  Illinois establishes  the eligibility guidelines each year.   Applica ons  for  the  free and reduced 
lunch program are distributed before the 1st day of school and are available at the District Office. 
 

Fees 
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Grading Scale 
 
  A Standard based report card is used for students in Kindergarten through Fourth grade. 
   
  Letter Grades/Numerical Values: 

      
A          =         100-93 
B          =           92-85 
C          =           84-76 
 D          =           75-68 
 F           =           68- 0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
Graduation Requirements 
 
Each student must have successfully completed all of the designated requirements for promotion to the ninth 
grade as set forth by the Illinois State Board of Education.    
 
Successful completion includes satisfactory completion of the Constitution of the State of Illinois  
and Constitution of the United States examinations.   
 
Diplomas will be awarded to graduates by the President of the Board of Education upon the  
recommendation of the Channahon District 17 Superintendent. 

Food Allergy Program (POLICY 7:285) 
 
 This program identifies student with food allergies, prevents exposure to known allergies, and provides response to 
allergic reactions with prompt recognition of symptoms and treatment.  It also designates  education and training for 
staff about the management of students with food allergies.  This program is facilitated by the District’s Wellness 
Committee. 
 
Fundraising 
 
 The District 17 Board of Education must first approve all fundraising activities sponsored by charitable organiza-
tions.  Students may not sell fundraising candy or other items at school or on the bus. 
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Health Records 
 
 Student health records are maintained for all students enrolled in Channahon District 17 schools and 
SOWIC programs.  The health record is considered a part of the student’s permanent record.   
In the event that a student transfers out of the district, the parent/guardian will be given a copy of their child’s 
Health record, a transfer form and any other state required form.  A copy of the Health  
Record will be forwarded to the transferring school. 

Head Injuries/Concussions: 
 
 All parents and student athletes participating in school district sports are required to sign the Concus-
sion Information Form before participating in practice or interscholastic competition (Board Policy 7:305).  
Student athletes will also be required to view a concussion awareness and safety video. 
 
 Students who suffer any kind of injury to the head during the course of the school day will immediate-
ly be sent to the nurse’s office for analysis and parents will be notified.  Parents will be asked to assess the 
injury and make the decision regarding medical services needed. 
 
 Any athlete suspected of suffering a head injury or possible concussion during a practice or athletic 
contest shall be removed from the game or practice immediately.  No athlete may return to activity after an 
apparent head injury or possible concussion, regardless of how mild it seems or how quickly symptoms clear, 
without a medical clearance.   
 
 Any student returning to school or athletic competition from a head injury must complete the district’s 
concussion “return-to-play” and return-to learn” protocol.  The injured student must be approved to return 
and signed off by a physician or athletic trainer working under a physician’s license/direction. 
 
  
 The district concussion oversight team includes: 
  
 Athletic Director 
 School Nurse 
 Physician (at least one), In addition, MD/DO, PT, OT, ATC, RN, PsyD may be requested. 
 

Health Services 
 
 Channahon District 17 employs two registered professional nurses.   The Nurses assist students with 
health related issues such as first aid, medication management, and wellness activities.  The Nurses review 
and interpret student records to ensure that all students are up to date with immunizations, physical, dental 
and visual examinations, coordinate vision and hearing screenings and follow-ups.  The nurses complete re-
ferrals for health problems, health counseling, individual health instruction and chronic disease management.  
Nurses assist teachers in teaching matters pertaining to health; implementing emergency care when neces-
sary, and reporting applicable communicable diseases to the proper authorities (i.e. chicken pox, measles, 
mumps, pertussis , and rubella).   
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Homeless Children 
 
 Any homeless child shall be immediately admitted, even if the  child’s parent/guardian is unable to pro-
duce records normally required to establish residency.  Board policy 6:140, Education of Homeless Chil-
dren, and its implementing administrative procedure govern the enrollment of homeless children. 
 
Homework 
 
 Homework is a part of the school curriculum and  is the student’s responsibility.   
Assignment notebooks provide students with a tool to enable them to organize their work. 
 
Honor Roll 
 
 At the end of each marking period, students in grades five (5) through eight (8) who have a “B” or bet-
ter average will be eligible to be placed on the Honor Roll. Students in grades five through eight with an 
“A” average will be placed on High Honor Roll. 
 
Insurance  
 
 Since Channahon District 17 is an eligible member of the Workers’ Compensation Self-Insurance Trust 
(WCSIT), Student Accident Coverage is provided to parents who wish to access it for enrolled students.  
With this valuable school time supplemental insurance coverage, your child is covered against medical ex-
penses for accidents that occur while attending regular school sessions.  Since most families have insurance 
protection, the ISDA student accident insurance can help to fill the gaps in coverage left by deductibles or 
coinsurance payments.  Additional 24-hour accident-only protection coverage is available per school year.  
Further information regarding the benefits under the accident insurance plan is distributed the first day of 
school and is available at each of the school offices. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Kindergarten Registration and Round-Up 
 
 To comply with school law, a child must be five years of age on or before September 1 of a given year 
to be eligible to enter kindergarten in August of that year.  Parents are required to present a copy of a  
certified birth certificate at the time of registration as well as comply with the registration requirements. 
Kindergarten Round-Up typically takes place in late February, although parents may register children dur-
ing school hours any time the district administration office is open.   
 
Lost and Found 
 
 There is a lost and found container at each school.  Unclaimed items will be donated to charitable  
organizations approximately three times per year.  Parents/guardians are strongly encouraged to label all 
school clothing. 
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Channahon District 17 serves lunch daily when school is in session.  The cost of a daily lunch which includes 
milk is $2.30.  Individual cartons of milk can be purchased for $.25 each.  The District uses a debit card sys-
tem for purchasing lunches.  These accounts will be established using a student I.D. number set up by the 
school district.   Parents will be required to make deposits into their child’s lunch account.  Payments can be 
sent to school with your student or sent to Channahon School District 17 at 24920 S. Sage, Channahon, IL  
60410.  Parents can monitor their child’s lunch account balances online in PowerSchool. Parents will be noti-
fied when their child’s debit card accounts reach a negative balance. 
  
 Channahon District 17 operates a closed campus lunch program.  Students are not allowed to leave the 
school grounds during the lunch period unless the parent/guardian signs a permission form.  The parent/
guardian requesting their child leave school during the lunch period, will be responsible for ensuring the stu-
dent returns to school on time. 

Lunch/Closed Campus 

Make-Up Work 
 
 In the event that a student is absent, the school will prepare the student’s assignments and have available 
for pick-up at the end of the day when the parent/guardian makes the request by 9:00 a.m. of the day of the 
excused absence.  Students will be expected to turn in all completed assignments.  In instances where the 
student is absent and no arrangements to pick-up assignments have been made, the student will be responsi-
ble for completing all missed work. 
 
 With adequate notice, classroom teachers will assemble homework/class work for time missed due to an 
extended absence.  Work that was assigned during the extended absence will also be expected to be made up.  
Timelines for making this work up will be determined at the school building level.  Parents should refer to 
the individual school handbooks for additional information on make-up work timelines. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Media Release Information 
 
 Parent/guardians must approve the fact that their children will, at times, be photographed at school as per 
School Board Policy 7:340.  Photographers will intermittently take pictures in our classrooms or a special 
event for recognition of a student.  During registration a media release form will be completed by the parent.  
If at any time you should choose to change your option, a written request must be sent to the building princi-
pal. 
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ADMINISTRATION OF MEDICINE IN THE SCHOOLS 
 
When a child requires medication the primary responsibility for administration of such medications rests on 
the parents.  The district recognizes that some conditions can be controlled or corrected only when medicat-
ed at intervals, which may include school hours.  In those instances, when the doctor determines that admin-
istration during school hours is necessary for optimum benefits, the school district endorses the following 
procedure. 
 
1. Medications include both over the counter and prescription drugs. 
2. The physician will complete the ORDER FOR MEDICATION for each medication administered at 

school and the parent will completed the CONSENT FOR ADMINISTRATION. 
3. The parent will complete the MEDICATION AUTHORIZATION FORM for each medication adminis-

tered at school. 
4. Medications should be brought in by the parent/guardian in the original container or prescription bottle 

appropriately labeled by the pharmacist or manufacturer and with the students name affixed to the con-
tainer, the time of administration and the reason that the student is receiving this medication. 

5. Medications should be stored in a locked area of the school. 
6. This procedure applies to administering medication for students participating in field trips. 
7. The students are not permitted to carry any medications on their person while they are at school, unless 

permission is granted in writing by the physician for such things as inhalers or epi pens. 
8. Medications will not be administered at school until a properly completed administration form is on file 

at the school. 
9. At Galloway and Pioneer Path:  Medication will be administered by the school’s registered nurse, prin-

cipal or designee.  At Three Rivers School and the Jr. High: the student may self-administer under the 
supervision of the school’s registered nurse, principal or designee. 

10. The student’s parent or guardian along with the physician must renew written orders for continuing 
medication.  At the beginning of each school year, whenever the medication or dosage changes, or when 
asked to do so by the school nurse. 

11. The initial dose of the medication must be given at home. 
12. The nurse may contact the physician, pharmacist, or other medical provider, for information relevant to 

administration of medication in school. (Il. Nursing Act, 1997). 
13. The school will maintain an individual written record of any medication dispensed at school in the stu-

dents temporary health file.  Such record will list the time, date, dosage, route and signature of the indi-
vidual administering the medication or supervising the administration of the medication. 

14. The parents may at any time come to school and medicate their own child. 
15. The school, upon request of the physician or parent, will provide written feedback relative to any ob-

served actions and the effects to the medication. 
16. The parent will pick up any unused portion of the medication when the medications are changed and at 

the end of the treatment regime.  If medications are not picked up by the parent at the end of the school 
year, they will be disposed of in an appropriate manner. 

 
By signing the medication form the parent acknowledges and agrees that when the medication is adminis-
tered or attempted to be administered, he waives any claims and agrees to defend and hold harmless Chan-
nahon School District, its employees and agents any claims of damages resulting from the administration or 
student administration of medication.  The parent /guardian accept full responsibility for the medication ad-
ministration.  (School Board Policy 7:270) 
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Parent/Guardian School Problem Resolution Policy 
 

 In the event that there is a problem between home and school, parents are strongly encouraged to work 
collaboratively with the child’s teacher for the purpose of finding a solution.  If after conferring with the 
teacher, the parent/guardian continues to have concerns, a conference with the building principal should be 
requested.   Problems that persist after a meeting with the school principal may be  directed to contact the 
District Superintendent.  If the parent/guardian has exhausted all avenues to resolve the problem, they may 
request in writing permission to address the Board of Education. 

   
 
     The goal of the PTO is to foster a cooperative spirit among parents, pa-
trons and school staff.  The PTO meets the second Thursday of each month 
with school administrators and parents to determine and discuss needs and 
activities.  The PTO provides informative programs for parents/guardians 
and oversees a variety of fundraising events and projects.  Money raised 
from fundraising activities is used to purchase materials and equipment for 
the schools.  
 

Music Booster Organization 
 
     The goal of the Music Boosters is to involve parents with music and band in school and out of school ac-
tivities.  The Music Boosters meet the second Tuesday of each month with school administrators and parents 
to discuss band and music needs as well as arrange special outings for students involved.  Fundraising events 
specific to Band and Music are facilitated by this organization.   
 
Athletic Booster Organization 
 
The goal of the Athletic Booster Organization is to provide additional services and funds to the district ath-
letic programs and the students who take part in those programs.  The Athletic Boosters Organization meets 
the second Monday of each month with the school administrators to determine specific athletic needs.  This 
organization works dynamically with the Minooka High School Booster Club.  Both organizations facilitate 
a summer golf outing which generates monies specific to the athletic programming.   

Parent-Teacher Advisory Committee 
 
 This committee comprised of staff members, parents and the superintendent, meets annually to review the 
District handbook, disciplinary policies, RtI procedures and interventions, and any new/updated policies.  
The Superintendent prepares updates to the handbook, based on committee input, and presents the handbook 
to the Board for approval annually. 
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Pesticide Applications/Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act 
 
  In 1999 the Illinois General Assembly passed laws requiring that public schools notify parents/guardians and 
school employees at least 48 hours prior to any pesticide applications on school property.  The term “pesticide” in-
cludes insecticides, herbicides, rodenticides and fungicides.  The notification requirement extends to both indoor and 
outdoor pesticide applications.  Excluded from the notification requirement are antimicrobial agents (such as disin-
fectants, sanitizers or deodorizers), insecticides baits, and rodenticide baits. 
Channahon School District #17 notifies all students and their parents/guardians and staff members of any pesticide 
application.  Notification will occur two days before the use of pesticides at the school.  Any questions you may have 
regarding the District’s pest management practices may be directed to the Director of Building and Grounds at 815-
521-2128. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Channahon School District #17 has prepared a Management Plan pursuant to the requirements of the Asbestos Hazard 
Emergency Response Act (AHERA.49CRG763).  A Copy of the plan is available for review in the administrative of-
fice of the school district and in the administrative office of each school building.  Any questions you may have re-
garding the districts may be directed to the Director of Building and Grounds at 815-521-2128.  

Parent-Teacher Conferences 
 
 Parent-Teacher conferences are a vital part of a child’s educational program.  They allow parents/guardians the 
chance to meet with their child’s teacher(s) to discuss a variety of issues that can have a significant impact upon the 
learning process.  All parents/guardians are strongly encouraged to attend Parent/Teacher Conferences.  Parent/
Teacher Conference dates are listed on the school calendar.  The timing of these conferences enables teachers to share 
their impressions of a child’s aptitude, achievement, socialization, motivation and other important factors in order that 
home and school can work together for either improvement or maintenance during the school year.  Parents/guardians 
are encouraged to schedule appointments to meet with their child’s teacher(s).  Reserved appointments for the Parent/
Teacher Conferences can be made by using Sign Up Genius @ signupgenius.com 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Parents are also encouraged to request a conference at any time if they have concerns about their child’s progress 
as good home-school communication forges a strong partnership.  In addition, teachers may request additional parent 
conferences when necessary to discuss academic progress, behavioral concerns or in the case of possible retention. 
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Physical Education Excuse 
 
 A written excuse must be provided for any student who is unable to participate in physical education.  All notes 
excusing students from PE class must be turned in at the beginning of the school day. A parent/guardian may excuse a 
student for illness or a condition that does not warrant daily medical attention for one day, three times per quarter.  In 
the event of a long term medical condition (in excess of two days), a written doctor’s notice explaining the problem, 
cause of the problem, and length of excused time must be given to the nurse.  Those students who have an extended 
excuse from physical education will be placed in a study hall.  The Physical Education teacher and nurse will deter-
mine a modified P.E. day as appropriate.  Students with stitches, staples, a splint or a cast will not be allowed to partic-
ipate in physical education.  Any student excused from physical education will not be allowed to participate in lunch 
recess or extra-curricular sports activities.  Additional Physical Education information can be found in each school’s 
handbook. 
 
Physical Education Uniforms 
  Students in seventh and eighth grades are required to wear P.E. uniforms while participating in physical education 
class.  These uniforms are specified by the district and consist of a shirt and shorts.  The shirts and shorts need to be 
purchased by parents from a local vendor that the district has chosen.  The cost of the uniform is determined prior to 
each school year.  

PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS AND IMMUNIZATIONS  
 

Illinois state law requires that all children entering a public school for the first time must provide proof of:  
 
   Vision Examination by October 15 
   Dental Examination by May 15 
   Physical Examination prior to the first day of Student Attendance.  

  

All Kindergarten and sixth grade students must provide proof of a current physical examination and required 
immunizations prior to or on the first day of student attendance.  Physical examinations must be conducted 
within one year of the first day of student attendance (see Policy 7:100).  Physical, vision and dental exami-
nation forms are available at each school, and on the schools web site.  All students who participate in extra-
curricular sports are required to submit annually proof of a current sports physical.   
 
 Students transferring into the Channahon District 17 schools from another Illinois school must provide 
the school with a copy of their latest physical exam and immunizations. Students transferring from out of 
state schools will be granted conditional enrollment for six weeks pending receipt of the health record from 
the previous school.    
  
Our nurses screen for the following: 
Vision: Preschool, Kindergarten, 2nd Grade, 8th Grade, Special Education, Teacher Referral or New To the 
District. 
Hearing: Preschool, Kindergarten, 1st Grade, 2nd Grade, 3rd Grade, Special Education, Teacher Referral or 
New To the District. 
 
Note: Per Illinois law, student immunization data must be made publicly available and posted on website. 
 
Students not immunized for Tetanus, Diphtheria, Pertussis, Polio, Measles, Mumps, or Rubella will be tem-
porarily excluded from school if one suspected case of these communicable diseases is reported in school. 
The nurses are required to report communicable diseases to the Will County Health Department. 
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POLICIES 
 
 Channahon School District #17 Board of Education approves and adopts policies that govern eight cate-
gories:  School  District Organization, Board of Education, General School Administration, Operational 
Services, Personnel, Instruction, Students and Community Relations.  Many policies are referenced within 
this handbook.  Parents/guardians may request a policy by calling the District Office. 
 
POWERSCHOOL 
 
 PowerSchool is our District student-management system  which provides parents/guardians with the op-
portunity to view important student academic, attendance and lunch balance information online. Pow-
erSchool allows parents and students  to upload free apps to smart phones and/or smart devices to follow 
their academic progress.   
Parents who have more than one child are able to access the accounts of all their children on one page.  In-
structions for how to access PowerSchool will be provided to parents of new students when they enter the 
district.  Returning students can access the PS tutorial  at http://www.csd17.org/PSTutorial.shtml.  Please 
note, that your PS passwords are known only to you and the schools will not be able to provide you with it 
if forgotten. 
 
PROMOTION  
 
 The new education reform law approved in December 1997 requires that, on or before September 1, 
1998, each school board must adopt and enforce a promotion policy to ensure that students meet local goals 
and objectives and can perform at the expected grade level prior to promotion. (Policy 6:280) 
 Decisions to promote or retain students in any classes shall be based on successful completion of the 
curriculum,  
attendance, performance on the PARCC Test, or other testing or criteria established by the school district 
policy. 
 
PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS 
 
 Early Childhood Education—Through Southern Will County Corporative (SOWIC), eligibility for the Early 
Childhood Special Education Program is determined through referrals from Early Intervention, preschool screening, 
and ultimately after a  child has participated in a play based assessment.  Students enrolled in this program have been 
identified as having a delay or disability which requires specialized intervention, and each child that participates in 
this program has an Individual Education Plan (IEP).  Our classrooms are staffed with certified special education/
early childhood teachers and assistants.  Students can also receive speech therapy, occupational therapy, physical 
therapy, or social work services based on their needs.  The program offers AM or PM sessions 5 days a week 
throughout the school year.  Transportation is provided. 
  
 Little Learners—Section 2-3.71 of the Illinois State School Code authorizes the State Board of Education to fund 
educational programs for children 3 - 5 years old who are identified through a screening process to be at risk of aca-
demic failure.  This program also provides children with educational and involvement activities.  Channahon District 
17 in conjunction with Laraway, Rockdale, Elwood, and Union School Districts provide an at risk program as part of 
its continuum of quality early childhood programs that serve as a positive beginning for each child’s school experi-
ence.  The Little Learners program is housed at the NB Galloway School.  For further information about the Little 
Learners program, contact Laraway School District  at 815-727-2359 or 815-727-5196.  Parents must provide trans-
portation to/from the Little Learners Program.  Both programs must adhere to all District 17 residency requirements. 
 
Both of these programs, Early Childhood and Little Learners enrolls only students who live within the Channahon 
District 17 boundaries. 
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REPORT CARDS AND MID-QUARTER NOTICES 
 
 Parents/guardians are informed about the academic and social progress of their children 
through a combination of report cards and conferences with teachers.  Report cards include cur-
rent grades for each subject, absences, teacher comments, and grade point average (for Three 
Rivers and Channahon Junior High School students only). 
 
 Mid-term or notices are sent home with students at the mid-point of each grading period.  Re-
port cards are issued at the end of each marking period or trimester (approximately every twelve 
weeks).  Trimester report cards will be issued to parents/guardians prior to the Parent-Teacher 
Conferences, however, for students attending Galloway and Pioneer Path, report cards will be 
issued to parents at the time of the Parent-Teacher Conference.  Report cards for 2nd trimester 
will be sent home with students.   Report cards for the third trimester are sent home with students. 
   
 It is understandable that parents may want to discuss their child’s grade with the classroom 
teacher.  Parents are encouraged to contact the teacher in order to schedule an appointment to dis-
cuss the student’s school performance. 
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Residency Requirements 
 
 Children who are legal residents of Channahon School District 17 shall be entitled to 
attend school on a tuition-free basis.  In order to satisfy the attendance eligibility in Dis-
trict 17, a student is a legal resident of the district when he/she permanently resides with 
the person who has “Physical/Residential custody” and who has established residency in 
the district.  In cases where parents are divorced, the parent/guardian who has legal cus-
tody must provide the school with the custodial/residential agreement, and show proof 
of physically living in the district.    
 
To enroll the student, the parent/guardian having legal custody must provide the follow-
ing documents when applicable: 
 

1. Provide a copy of a current lease containing a five digit street address, signed by 
the landlord, identifying the parent/guardian, beginning and ending dates of occu-
pancy of the house or apartment within the District 17 attendance boundaries. 

 
2. Provide a copy of a mortgage/property title, or current year County Tax Bill indi-

cating ownership of the house within the District 17 boundaries. 
 
3. Provide a copy of two of the following:  the “previous” month’s electric, gas bill 

or water bill.  Bills must contain both the name and address of the parent/guardian. 
 
4. If living with another Channahon Resident-an Affidavit of Residency is required. 

This is a two part form which must be completed by the “district resident” and the 
person seeking to enroll the student. The affidavit must include a statement by the 
legal resident identifying the family members residing in the household and for 
how long these family members may be living in the household. In addition, the 
legal district resident must provide the district with the required proof of residency 
documents.  The Affidavit must be notarized. 

 
 Students who have proven residency but move out of the district at any time during the 
school year may complete the current year.  However, the student is no longer eligible 
for the district’s bus service. 

 
Any person who knowingly or willingly presents to Channahon District 17 any 
false information regarding residency for the purpose of enabling the student to at-
tend school on a tuition-free basis will be subject to legal action and may also be 
subject to payment of retroactive tuition for non-resident students at a rate not to 
exceed 110% of the per capita cost (School Board Policy 7:60). 
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   Each school holds annual fire, disaster, evacuation, and Lock Down/Active Shooter drills in compliance 
with state regulations.   In the event that a school needs to be evacuated (due to a natural gas leak or similar 
problem) each of our buildings have a designated PRIMARY EVACUATION SITE and SECONDARY 
EVACUATION SITE.   
School Board Policy 4:170 authorizes these drills.   
 
     NB Galloway:                 Three Rivers:    
    Primary:  Arrowhead Community Center   Primary:  Pioneer Path School 
     Secondary:  United Methodist Church                              Secondary:  St. Ann’s Church 
 
     Pioneer Path:                 Channahon Junior High: 
     Primary:  Three Rivers School    Primary:  NB Galloway 
     Secondary:  Skateland     Secondary:  St. Ann’s Church    
     
   All District operations, including the education program, shall be conducted in a manner that will promote 
the safety of everyone on District property or event.  Our district has developed and implemented a compre-
hensive safety and crisis plan incorporating both avoidance and management guidelines.  The comprehen-
sive safety and crisis plan includes provisions for:  injury prevention; bomb threats, weapons, and explo-
sives on campus; school safety drill program; tornado protection; instruction in safe bus riding practices; 
emergency aid; post-crisis management; and responding to medical emergencies at an indoor and outdoor 
physical fitness facility. (each of our buildings houses an Automatic External Defibrillator). 
 
   Convicted Child Sex Offender and Notification Laws:  Our district follows State law which prohibits a 
child sex offender from being present on school property or loitering within 500 feet of school property.  
The sex offender website is www.isp.state.il.us  
    

Safety Information-School Safety Drills 

Response to Intervention (RtI) 
 
   RtI is a process designed to help schools focus on high quality interventions that are matched to student 
needs and monitored on a frequent basis.  The information gained from an RtI process is used by school per-
sonnel and parents to adapt instruction and to make decisions regarding the student’s educational program.  
The RtI model is used also to address behavioral and social emotional needs.  Positive intervention supports 
are practiced at the universal level of the tier 3 model.  Tier 2 and tier 3 interventions are more specific to the 
child and may include social skills small group, check-in-check out mentoring or other appropriate interven-
tions that promote a positive impact to the student’s learning success. The District maintains building level 
RtI Leadership  teams. 
 
What are the Benefits of RtI? 
 
   RtI eliminates a “wait to fail” situation because students get help promptly within the general education set-
ting.  As soon as assessment data indicates a problem area for a student or a group of students, interventions 
are put into place to address these concerns.  School staff monitors progress that these students make in their 
problem areas.  These progress monitoring techniques used within the RtI process provide information that 
allows teachers and Social Workers to better evaluate student needs and match instruction, resources and in-
terventions appropriately. 
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School Closing Information 
 
    
   In the event that weather conditions become extreme, it may be necessary to close the Channahon Dis-
trict 17 schools.  This information will be posted on the District Website www.CSD17.org, emailed to 
parents and broadcasted before school starts on the following radio stations:  WJOL (1340 AM), WGN 
(720 AM), WBBM (780 AM), WLLI (96.7 FM), and WLS (890 AM/94.7 FM). Information regarding 
school closings may also be obtained via the Emergency Closings Center at http://
www.emergencyclosings.com. 
 
   In the event it becomes necessary to delay the start of the school day, the Superintendent will notify 
the radio stations.   A delayed start results in school starting 60-90 minutes later than normal times. 
 
  In the event it becomes necessary to close the schools before the end of the school day, announce-
ments will be broadcasted and E-mail Blast will be sent to Parents/Guardians.  In the event of the early 
dismissal, students will be dismissed to their usual destination unless the school is advised otherwise. 
Parents/guardians should make arrangements to have a specific place for their child to go should they 
not be home when these emergencies arise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Social Work Services 
 
 Social work services provide students with an opportunity to maximize their self-awareness, self-
esteem and social-emotional growth.  The school social worker provides informal/formal group counsel-
ing; provides individual academic and/or emotional counseling; provides parent education programs; 
consults with classroom teachers; makes referrals to outside agencies when appropriate; increases stu-
dent awareness of career opportunities; and assists students in the transition to high school.  Social work 
services may be made available to an individual student at the request of the student, parent/guardian 
and/or school staff member. 
 
 Social work services serve as a connection between home, school and the community.  Social work-
ers are part of the educational team and provide expertise in social/emotional and behavioral domains.  
Social workers work collaboratively with teacher, administration, and parents in providing support to 
help address social/emotional or behavioral concerns of students in the school setting.  Social workers 
support the implementation of positive behavioral supports and assist teachers and staff in implementing 
academic/classroom  interventions.  Social workers provide crisis intervention, assistance to students 
transition to high school, character education, facilitation of the Bullies to Buddies program and 
knowledge and linkage to community resources.  Additionally, social workers provide individual or 
group services which may provide teaching skills in developing positive peer relationships, problem 
solving, social skills, coping skills, handling conflict and developing strategies to increase academic suc-
cess. 
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Special Education Programs and Services 

  Channahon School District 17 provides district-wide support to building staff and our community re-
garding the education of students with disabilities, who may qualify under either Section 504 or the Indi-
viduals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).  Under either provision, District 17 supports the intent of 
the federal and state mandate to meet student needs in the Least Restrictive Environment possible.  In 
meeting the requirements, our school community continues to embrace inclusive instructional practices, 
which are designed to provide accommodations and/or special education services within the context of 
the general education setting to the greatest extent possible. 
 
 Channahon School District 17, services are provided for children who qualify for an Individual Educa-
tion Plan through the following eligibility categories.  Specific definitions for each of these areas are 
available in the state guide. (http://www.isbe.net/spec-ed/pdfs//parent_guideenglish.pdf): 
 

Autism        Cognitive Disability        Deaf-Blindness  Deafness 
Multiple Disability       Hearing Impairment        Emotional Disability Developmental Delay  
            (ages 3-9)  
Orthopedic Impairment   Other Health Impaired    Specific Learning Disability  Visual Impairment 
Traumatic Brain Injury      Speech Impairment         Language Impairment 

 
 
 
CAB Program 
 
     The CAB program was established for the purpose of providing a safe an therapeutic environment for 
students with autism or suspected autism.  CAB is designed for students in Pre-kindergarten through 
Sixth grade who require a more specialized school environment than is available in his/her home school. 
 
     Inclusive in the program are highly structured environment, low student/teacher ratio, individualized 
instruction, and usage of a variety of research based methodologies.  Students receive speech and lan-
guage therapy, occupational therapy, physical therapy as indicated on his/her Individual Education Plan.  
 
  A pre-academic and academic component aligned to Illinois state standards is utilized.  When appropri-
ate, students are given opportunities to interact with and model students in the general education environ-
ment during the school day. 
 
Child Find/Eligibility:   
 
   Students are identified for special education through a child find process as required by federal and state 
guidelines.  For students who are 3-5 years old, developmental screening are available through S.O.W.I.C 
with services offered at NB Galloway School.  For students who are currently attending our K-8 build-
ings, the district uses a Problem solving process to provide early interventions to supplement research 
based core instruction for academic or behavioral concerns.  The building level team regularly reviews 
classroom performance and assists in connecting students to appropriate interventions.  The data from this 
process then provides the foundation for a RtI approach, which may result in a referral for screening and a 
possible determination of eligibility for special education services.  Note, that an RtI process is specifical-
ly mandated by the State of Illinois in the determination of a specific learning disability.  Parents may 
contact the Special Education Program Administrator at 815-741-7777 with any questions regarding the 
Child Find process. 
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STUDENT ASSESSMENT/TESTING PROGRAMS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 District 17, as well as other Illinois School districts, are subject to an ongoing quality review/school 
improvement process.  As part of the process, our schools are required to gather testing data, analyze it, 
and develop programs and/or curriculum that will help to improve student performance in accordance 
with Illinois State Board of Education Academic Standards. 
 
 Students in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 participate in the PARCC (Partnership for Assessment of Readi-
ness for College and Careers) Assessments  which are computer-based and paper-pencil include a rich 
set of performance-based tasks.  Delivery of PARCC allows the test items to both measure those skills 
needed for life beyond high school and be interactive and engaging.  Students take PARCC assessments 
2 -3 times annually.  Additionally, kindergarten through eighth grade students are administered the MAP 
(Measure of Academic Progress) assessments 2-3 times per year.  Other textually and locally developed 
assessments are also administered throughout the course of the school year.  Results of these assessments 
are provided to parents. 

Programming Continuum:   
 
     District 17 is a member of the Southern Will County Cooperative for Special Education (S.O.W.I.C).  
While the vast majority of our students receive services in their home school, if a student’s needs cannot be 
met with the support at their school the educational team will determine an appropriate, least restrictive ser-
vice delivery option that best addresses their needs. A full continuum of special education programs and 
services are provided by District 17 in cooperation with S.O.W.I.C. to district students (unless enrolled in 
High School) who have been found to have a disability that adversely affects their educational perfor-
mance.   
 
Related Services:   
 

     Each building is staffed with personnel who are qualified to provide the appropriate services and sup-
port, as  determined by the IEP.  Social work, psychological services, speech/language therapy, occupa-
tional and physical therapy and hearing itinerant services are some of the related services provided.  The 
intent of these services is to support the participation of students in the general education classroom. 
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STUDENT RECORD INFORMATION/ILLINOIS SCHOOL RECORDS ACT 
 
 The Illinois State Board of Education has mandated that all local school districts notify students and their parents of the rights 
afforded by the “Illinois School Records Act.” 
 
 Each student has a set of permanent records which must be kept for sixty (60) years after graduation or withdrawal, and which 
consist of: 
 

1. Basic identifying information, including student’s and parent’s names and addresses, birthdate and place and gender. 
2. Academic transcript, including grades, graduation date and grade level achieved. 
3. Attendance record. 
4. Accident reports and health record. 
5. Record of release of permanent record information. 
 
No other information will be placed in the student’s permanent record. 
 

 Each student also has a set of temporary records, which are to be destroyed five (5) years after graduation or withdrawal,  and 
which consists of all information not required to be in the student permanent record which may include: 
 

1. Family background information. 
2. Intelligence test scores, group and individual. 
3. Aptitude test scores. 
4. Reports of psychological evaluations, including information obtained through test administration, observation or interview. 
5. Elementary achievement level test results. 
6. Teacher anecdotal records. 
7. Disciplinary information. 
8. Special education files including the report of the multidisciplinary staffing on which placement or non-placement was 

based, and all records and tape recording relating to special education placement hearings and appeals. 
9. Other verified reports or information from non-educational persons, agencies or organizations. 
10. Record of release of temporary record information. 
11. Honors and award received. 
12. Information concerning participation in school sponsored activities or athletics, or offices held in school sponsored organ-

izations. 
 

 Parents have a right to inspect and copy permanent and temporary records at the cost of copying such records.  Non-custodial 
parents have the same rights as custodial parents unless specifically denied by a court order. 
 
 Parents have the rights to challenge any entry exclusive of grades in the school student records on the basis of accuracy, rele-
vance, and/or propriety.  The request for a challenge hearing shall be submitted in writing to the school principal and shall contain 
notice of the specific entry or entries to be challenged and the basis of the challenge.   An initial informal conference will be held 
within fifteen (15) school days of the receipt of the request for a hearing.  If the challenge is not resolved by informal conference, 
formal procedures may be initiated.  Formal procedures are further explained in the Student Records Act which are available in 
each school office. 
 
 Information may be released without parental consent in connection with an emergency to appropriate persons if knowledge of 
such information is necessary to protect the health or safety of the student or other persons.  The school will grant access to infor-
mation contained in school student records to persons authorized by the State Board of Education, to any person for the purpose of 
research, statistical reporting, or planning, provided that such person has the permission of the State Superintendent of Education 
and that no student or parent can be identified from the information  released, and pursuant to a court order.  Records are also rou-
tinely sent to the high school district upon graduation. 
 
 Channahon School District 17 has designated the following as directory information:  identifying information (name, address, 
gender, grade level, birthdate and place, and parents’ names and address); academic awards, degrees and honors; information in 
relation to school sponsored activities, organizations and athletics; and period of attendance in the school district. 
 
 The parent has the right to copy any school student record or information proposed to be destroyed or deleted.  The records 
will be reviewed every four (4) years or upon a student’s change in attendance centers.  All permanent records on file in Chan-
nahon School District 17 will be destroyed sixty (60) years after graduation or permanent withdrawal.  The  temporary record will 
be reviewed every four (4) years for destruction of out-of-date information and will be destroyed  entirely within five (5) years 
after graduation or permanent withdrawal. (Ref:  105 ILCS 10/1; Excerpt printed, School Board Policies 7:340, 7:130) 
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Technology Usage 
 
 Students and staff have access to and the opportunity to use various technology devices for learning 
and instruction, including desktop computers, laptop computers, Chromebooks, and iPads.  Learning and in-
struction that takes place with the help of technology comes in the form of websites, installed software, and 
apps. 
Internet safety education is incorporated into our curriculum in grades three through eight (School policy 
6:60).  Students may learn about:  (depending on the grade level) 
 

Safe and responsible use of social networking websites, chat rooms, electronic mail, bulletin boards, in-
stant messaging, online gaming, and other means of communication on the internet. 
Recognizing, avoiding, and reporting online solicitations of students, their classmates, and their friends 
by online predators. 
Risks of transmitting personal information on the Internet. 
Recognizing and avoiding unsolicited or deceptive communications received online. 
Recognizing and reporting online harassment and cyberbullying. 
Reporting illegal activities and communications on the Internet. 
Copyright laws on written materials, photographs, music, video, and other electronic/online media. 
Cell phone/smart phone safety as it relates to the above topics. 
 

 Student and staff must understand and practice proper and ethical use of technology devices (such as 
computers, iPads/tablet computers, cell/smart phones) and the internet.  In order to maintain the highest level 
of online security and safety, all staff and students will be asked to read, understand, and sign the Authoriza-
tion for Internet Access Agreement.  This Agreement shall remain in effect until notification from the 
parent/guardian requesting the child not be permitted to access the Internet.  In addition, the District 17 Secu-
rity Policy will be displayed on the computer screen each time students or staff log into a school district PC. 
While the policy may not be visible before using a device such as an iPad or Chromebook, the policy agree-
ment still exists. 
 Failure of any user to follow the terms of the Authorization for Internet Access Agreement will result 
in the loss of privileges, disciplinary action and/or appropriate legal action.  The building administrator will 
make all decisions regarding whether a user has violated this authorization, and may deny, revoke, or sus-
pend access at any time (as per School Board Policy 6:235). 

Surveys 
 

     Eliciting parent comments and suggestions is not only important but vital in maintaining a strong school/ 
home relationship.  A parent survey (survey monkey) is provided to all parents annually in the fall during 
Parent-Teacher conferences.  Additionally, the 5 Essentials Survey distributed by the Illinois State Board of 
Education is available for access January-February annually. 

Teen Dating Violence Prohibited 
 
     Engaging in teen dating violence that takes place at school, on school property, at school-sponsored activ-
ities, or in vehicles used for school-provided transportation is prohibited.  The term teen dating violence oc-
curs whenever a student who is 13 to 19 years of age uses or threatens to use physical, mental or emotional 
abuse to control an individual in the dating relationship; or uses or threatens to use sexual violence in the da-
ting relationship.  (Board Policy 7:185) 
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TITLE IX 
    Title IX of the U.S. Elementary and Secondary Education Act (EASA) guarantees educational equity regardless of 
gender.  Any District 17 employee, job applicant, or student has a right to a hearing if he/she believes his/her right to 
fair treatment has been abridged because of discrimination.  Suspected violations should be brought first to the atten-
tion of the building administrator. 
 Students who believe they are victims of sexual harassment or who have witnessed sexual harassment are encour-
aged to discuss the matter with the classroom teacher, Building Principal, the District Nondiscrimination Coordinator 
or the District Complaint Manager.  All complaints will be kept confidential to the extent possible during an investiga-
tion.     
 Sexual harassment occurs when an employee, district agent, or student engages in behavior characterized by unwel-
come sexual advances, a request for sexual favors, or engaging in other verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature 
that denies or limits the provision of educational aid, benefits, services or treatment; or that makes such conduct a con-
dition of a student’s academic status; or that has the purpose or effect of substantially interfering with a student’s edu-
cational environment, creating an intimidating, hostile or offensive educational environment, depriving a student of 
educational aid, benefits, services or treatment, and/or making submissions to or rejection of such unwelcome conduct 
the basis for academic decisions affecting a student. 
 Any student who is determined, after an investigation, to have engaged in sexual harassment will be subject to dis-
ciplinary action, including but not limited to, suspension and expulsion consistent with the discipline policy.  Any dis-
trict employee who is determined, after an investigation, to have engaged in sexual harassment will be subject to disci-
plinary action up to and including dismissal.  Any person making a knowingly false accusation regarding sexual har-
assment will be subject to disciplinary action up to and including dismissal (employees) or suspension and/or expul-
sion (students). 
 The District Non-discrimination Coordinator is:  Mike Schroeder, 24920 S. Sage Street, Channahon, IL.,  
815-467-4315. 
 The District Complaint Managers are:  Chad Uphoff, Principal, Channahon Junior High, 24917 S. Sioux Drive, 
Channahon, IL., 815-467-4314 and Susan Kavich, Principal, Three Rivers School, 24150 S. Minooka Road, Chan-
nahon, Illinois 60410, 815-467-4313.  
 
Tornado/Severe Weather  Procedures 
     Procedures for tornadoes and severe weather are established in the district.  Each school and the district admin-
istration office are equipped with an emergency weather radio. 
When a tornado watch is received all schools are notified and the schools proceed with their emergency plans. 
 
 School will usually not be dismissed until regular dismissal time.  If the storm is severe or conditions warrant, 

students may remain at school until the danger is past. 
 Release of any children to parents/guardians prior to dismissal will be at the principal’s discretion depending on 

the severity of the weather. 
 

Transfer Policy 
     Children transferring to District 17 must present evidence of their grade placement. 
Children transferring from District 17 should notify the school office not less than two days before the final day of at-
tendance.  The new home address and the address of the new school should also be supplied.  Parents will be given a 
copy of the student health record, a transfer form and any other state required forms.  The student’s cumulative records 
will be forwarded to the new school upon request. 
     Students who transfer out of the district after the start of the school year are entitled to continue their attendance in 
the district, however, the parent/guardian becomes responsible for the student’s transportation.  District transportation 
may not be used for the remainder of the school year. 
 
Treat Policy 
     Students who choose to bring in birthday or holiday ‘treats’ must bring in only non-edible items to meet revised 
state nutrition guidelines and to protect students who have allergies or sensitivities to specific foods.  Occasionally, 
classrooms will still have classroom events in which food will be provided by the teacher and/or the PTO.  These items 
will meet all nutrition/allergen requirements.  
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Vandalism 
 
   Vandalism in or on school property will not be tolerated.  The parent/guardian of any student found to be 
responsible for school property damage will be required to compensate the school district for any and 
all damages incurred as a result of the vandalism.  In the event of significant vandalism, the student may face 
disciplinary and/or legal action. 

Waiver of Fees 
 
    Families with children enrolled who would like to apply only to have their registration fees waived can 
obtain an application at the District Office.   
   
 Waiver of Fee and Free and Reduced Lunch applications must be submitted by October 1st of each year 
to the District Office at 24920 S. Sage St. Channahon Illinois.   Specific eligibility is based on family in-
come, overall family financial status, or in some cases extenuating family circumstances.   
  
 You will receive written notification regarding your child’s eligibility or ineligibility for lunch and/or fee 
status.  Direct any questions to the District Office at (815) 467-4315 

Visitors 
 
 We welcome all adults interested in observing our educational program.  We would appreciate having the 
following rules observed at all times in order to ensure a safe environment for our students and staff. 
 
1. At our front doors, all visitors will be asked (through the intercom system) their name and reason for busi-

ness prior to being allowed to enter into the building. 
2. All visitors must report directly to the school’s main office, and a photo ID, such as drivers license/state 

ID, is required upon entering. Visitors must sign in and be issued an identification tag.  This tag must be 
displayed on your person at all times.  Visitors ID will be retained in the office until departure from the 
building. 

3. Parents wishing to visit an individual teacher must make prior arrangements with the teacher or Building 
principal. 

4. Other adults requesting access to buildings in order to observe an individual child in a classroom for med-
ical or psychological reason, must complete the form “Request to Access Classrooms or Personnel for 
Evaluation and/or Observation Purposes” -8:30 AP2/E2.  This form is available in the Principal’s office 
of each school.  Visitors who do not complete this form will not be allowed entrance. 

5. Children not enrolled in school will not be permitted to visit unless prior approval is obtained from the 
building principal. 

Truancy 
 
 It is the responsibility of the student’s parents/guardians to ensure prompt and consistent attendance at 
school.  The Will County Truant Officer and/or School Social Worker (School Code 7:70) will be in contact 
with any family who has a student with chronic absences or tardiness.  Chronic or habitual truancy is defined 
as a child who is subject to compulsory school attendance is absent without valid cause for such attendance 
for 5% or more of the previous 180 regular school attendance days. 
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DISEASE INFORMATION 
 
CHICKEN POX 
Fever and itchy rash that turns to blisters then dry to scabs. 
Incubation: 10-21 days  
Spread by direct contact with respiratory secretions or fluid or by indirect contact of soiled articles. 
Communicable: usually 4-5 days before onset of symptoms and until lesions have scabbed. 
Exclude: Until blisters are scabbed, not less that 5 days after last blister forms. 
 
COMMON COLD 
Runny nose, watery eyes.  May have sneezing, cough, headache or fever. 
Incubation:  12-72 hours. 
Spread by discharges from nose and mouth, or by indirect contact of soiled articles 
Communicable:  24 hours before symptoms to 5 days after symptoms begin 
Exclude: not needed unless fever of 100 degrees or greater is present 
 
FEVER 
Exclude from school:   Oral temperature of 100 degrees or greater.  May return to school when the temperature has 
been normal for at least 24 hours without the fever reducing medications. 
 
FIFTH DISEASE  
Rash on face having a “slapped cheek appearance” lace-like rash on trunk and extremities. 
Incubation: 4-20 days 
Spread by discharge of nose and throat.   
Communicable:  Only before the rash appears 
Exclude:  If fever is present. 
 
HEAD LICE  
Little white “eggs” attached to hair shaft (looks like dandruff but won’t brush off).  Very small black bugs found 
mostly near ears and base of head.  Increased scratching of head. 
Incubation:  Eggs hatch in 7 to 10 days. Live lice can only live for 24 hour off host.  Spread by direct contact with 
infected person, cloths or articles. 
Communicable:  Lice are viable until destroyed by treatment.  A second Pediculicide application is recommended 7 
to 10 days after the first treatment. 
Exclude:  Until the day after the first shampoo, lotion or cream rinse pediculicide is properly applied.  The presence 
of nits (eggs) does not necessarily indicate an active infestation of lice and therefore children may remain in school 
with the presence of nits.  
 
IMPETIGO—”Highly Contagious!” 
Blisters on skin that open and become covered with yellowish crust, usually seen around nose and mouth. 
Incubation:  Not known for sure, but commonly 4 –10 days 
Communicable:  Spread by direct contact with nasal discharges or by lesion drainage.   
Exclude:  Until 24 hours after treatment begins and lesions must be covered in school 

Students will not be allowed to attend school with any noticeable rash or skin 
condition unless a physician’s note is on file stating the student has a non-
contagious condition.  Any noticeable lesion or wound that shows signs of 
drainage must be covered with a dressing. 
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INFLUENZA 
Rapid onset of fever, headache, and muscle aches,  sore throat, vomiting or cough. 
Incubation: Usually 1-5 days 
Communicable:  Up to 7 days after onset of symptoms.  Spread by direct contact of respiratory secre-
tions or airborne. 
Exclude:  Exclude until symptoms are gone (for 24 hours) 
MRSA (Methicillin-Resistant Staphylococcus aureus 
Most infections caused by staph infections.  Blisters on skin that cause redness and warmth of the area,  
pain, swelling and may have puss or other drainage.  Blisters can become covered with yellowish crust. 
Incubation:  Variable, commonly 4 to 10 days  
Communicable:  Spread by direct contact with nasal discharges or with a person who has purulent le-
sions.  
Exclude:  Until 24 hours after treatment begins.  Lesions must be completely properly covered .   
PINK EYE (Conjunctivitis) 
Pink/redness of eyes, with white or yellowish discharge on the eyelids; eye pain, or itching. 
Incubation:  1-3 days 
Communicable:  Spread through discharge of eyes or from contaminated finger or articles.   
Exclude:  Until 24 hours after treatment begins or child is examined by Physician 
and approved to come back to school with a signed note. 
PERTUSIS (Whooping Cough) 
Initial symptoms similar to common cold -runny nose, sneezing, low grade fever, irritating cough.  Cough 
gradually becomes severe. Within 1-2 weeks.  May develop the characteristic “whoop” during the cough-
ing spasms.   
Incubation:  Usually 7 days, almost uniformly within 10 days and not exceeding 21 days.   
Communicable:  Bacteria is spread through coughing and sneezing of the infected person. Contagious 
just before onset of symptoms until up to 3 weeks after symptoms start if untreated.  Treatment shortens 
contagious period to about 5 days.  Entire family should be treated regardless of their immunization sta-
tus. 
Exclude:  Cases must be isolated and excluded from school until at least 5 days after the start of antibiotic 
therapy. 
RINGWORM OF SCALP OR BODY 
Slow spreading, scaly itchy balding patches on scalp.  Round red raised circles on body. 
Incubation:  Usually 10-14 days 
Communicable:  Spread by direct contact of infected persons, indirect by touching infected articles. 
Until lesions are no longer draining 
Exclude:  Until 24 hours after treatment begins.  Lesions must be covered. 
SCABIES 
Yellow areas under skin, with reddish lines appearing, itching, especially at night. 
Incubation:  1 day to 6 weeks 
Communicable:  Spread by direct, close contact of infected person. Until mites and eggs are destroyed 
by treatment 
Exclude:  Until 24 hours after treatment begins. Noticeable Lesions must cover. 
SCARLET FEVER/STREP THROAT 
Sudden onset of fever, vomiting or sore throat.  Red throat occ. with white patches 
Scarlet fever shows a fine red rash, strawberry tongue, fine red rash to neck and 
upper chest, usually occurs 1-3 days after onset of sore throat. 
Incubation:  Usually 1-3 days 
Communicable: Spread by direct contact with infect persons or their belongings Usually 24-48 hours 


